Contra Club Dance
   at  St Margaret’s Uniting Church, Hackett


Contra Club and Colin Towns / Peter Foster / David Gilks / Jeanette Mill
Sat 12th April 2008  8pm – 11:30pm

	Time
	Caller
	Style
	Level
	Dance
	Music
	Details

	8:00
	CT
	CM
	Easy
	Big Circle Mixer
	#29 - Chorus Jig 
	

	8:05
	CT
	DI
	Easy
	Lady Walpoles reel
	#6 – Dubuque 
	

	8:15
	JM
	DI
	Easy 
	The Baby Rose
	#20 – The Wild One
	Balance and swing, circle, do si do, chain, star

	8:25
	JM
	DI
	Easy
	Citronella Morning
	#26 – Set Americain
	Circle, allemande, gypsy and swing, Petronella, California twirl

	8:35
	JM
	DI
	Easy+
	Second Time Around
	#4 – Bouchards 
	Gypsy, swing, allemande, ½ hey, circle

	8:45
	JM
	DI
	Easy
	Al’s Safeway Produce
	#23 – Jump at the sun
	Star, allemande, swing, circle, forward and back

	8:55
	
	
	
	BREAK – 15mins
	
	

	9:10
	PF
	DI
	Easy
	Another Flirty Attempt
	#8 – Contrazz 
	

	9:20
	PF
	DI
	Med
	Snake in the Hey
	#31 – Celina 
	

	9:30
	PF
	CM
	Easy+
	Larry’s Other Mixer
	#33 – Cuil Aodha 
	

	9:40
	PF
	Beck
	Med.
	Becky’s Waltz
	#17 – Flatbush
	Forward and back, waltz neighbour, R&L, Balance in wavy line twice, waltz on. 

	9:50
	CT
	DI
	Easy
	Devil’s Dream
	#21 – Fred Bartell 
	

	10:00
	CT
	CM
	Med
	Sybil’s Roundabout.
	#13 – Spootskerry
	

	10:10
	
	
	
	BREAK – 20 mins
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Free waltz
	#11 – Waiting for Pauline
	

	10:30
	DG
	DI
	Easy+

Med+
	Two Mad Gypsies

Toronto’s Corners
	#29 -  Coloured Aristocracy
	

	10:40
	DG
	DI
	Easy
	Centrifugal Hey
	#18 – Petit Tour des Dames
	Gypsy, swing, allemande, ½ hey, circle

	10:50
	DG
	DI
	Easy+
	Honeymoon
	#27 – Rare Salvation
	

	11:00
	CT
	DI
	Easy+
	Betty Mac’s Reel
	#16 – Bobcats 
	

	11:10
	CT
	Beck
	Easy+
	Bucksaw Reel
	#28 – Monaghans
	

	11:20
	CT
	DI
	Med
	Attack of the Killer Tomatoes
	#19 – Les Raquetteurs
	

	11:30
	CT
	CM
	Easy
	La Bastringue
	#14 – La Bastringue
	

	Last
	
	
	
	
	#33 – Hambos
	


Spare tunes:  Kirkaby Special/Lonesome Injun; Fair Jenny, 
Here are a few comments from the dance.  

1) Firstly – this last gig was a very nice gig; good calling by all, and I was very pleased with the music also. 

2) The intro dance worked really well this week. 

3) Generally all the caller changes went very smoothly and naturally. 

4) Caller band communication was excellent – by everyone involved. 

5) The three bracket – two break format is working really well.   Some minor suggestions for improvements. 

a. I would suggest we fix on 3 brackets of 6 dances each.   The final bracket for Saturday had 7 scheduled dances, and we had to chop one out. 

b. Each bracket could be split into two batches of 3 dances for a caller.  4 dances in a row for a caller did not seem to be a problem, however, I think 2 in a row does not give enough space.  Thus, splitting into batches of 3 looks a good option to me.  Having the same caller come back a couple of times in an evening is not a problem either – as evidenced by the smooth way Colin manages this. 

6) The Hambos would have been better straight after the supper break.  (Colin programmed them there and I moved them to the end thinking there would be more people waltzing after the dinner break – my mistake.). 

7) The dance difficulty levels written in the program need to be substantially improved if we are to use them for planning the evening.  Measuring dance difficulty might be the topic of a callers meeting on the 5th Tuesday of the month – clearly it is not so easy to do.   My comments from this program. 

a. Almost all dances are rated easy or easy+.  Clearly several dances were not.

b. The two dances rated medium are Becky’s waltz – correctly labelled in my opinion.  And Sybills roundabout – Sybills should be an easy or easy+ at most.  I rated the killer tomatoes as medium after the tomatoes won at a dance sometime last year – the dance was proposed as an easy, however. 

i. The Baby Rose is easy+ 

ii. Snake in the Hey is at least medium. 

iii. Two mad gypsies is medium (or even medium+).  Also this dance needs slower than normal music – a point that needs to be noted in the program.  

iv. Bucksaw reel is medium.  

But, I am not looking carefully at the call and may not pick up some subtleties. 

8) At least 5 dances were mislabelled in my opinion out of 19.   That’s 1 in 4 errors. 

9) The free waltz at the end only works if the lights aren’t turned off.   I would like to have this waltz properly in the program – ie.  leave the thanks, etc. to after the free waltz. 
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