AFUW’s contribution to the IFUW mid-decade report on the United Nations Decade for a Culture of Peace

AFUW values the objectives outlined by IFUW in its constitution and places a high priority on the value of the goal of peace and to quote one of the founders of IFUW Dr Sturgeon in Virginia Gildersleeve’s autobiography:  We should have an international association of university women, so that we shall have done what we can to prevent another such catastrophe.  We recognise the need to ensure that there is indeed a culture of peace in the world which led to the founding of IFUW shortly after the conclusion of World War 1 and hope that this goal remains a high priority within IFUW in this century.
AFUW is formed on a federation model.  At the national level, we have a Council to administer AFUW in between conferences.  Each State or Territory President within Australia is a member of the Council, along with the conveners of the nine Standing Committees formed by AFUW of which Peace is one.  Under our rules, all the conveners are non-voting members, but are included in the present triennium in all communication to the voting members as if they are full members.  All non-voting members have speaking rights and observers at Council meetings are given speaking rights.
All conveners are asked to submit written reports to each council meeting covering issues on which AFUW should be expressing a point of view as well as advising of issues that have been addressed by the committee.
The Peace Standing Committee is also responsible for submitting a report to each triennial conference and for formulating resolutions on peace for consideration at each conference.
Peace Promotion and Conflict Resolution

Support for Peace and Conflict Resolution Studies: 

The 31st AFUW Triennial Conference in 2000 reaffirmed AFUW’s commitment to support Peace Studies in educational curricula and recommended that AFUW (a) conduct an audit of Peace and Conflict Resolution courses offered in tertiary institutions and (b) urge State and Federal Ministers and Vice-Chancellors to provide financial and academic support for their continuation and extension.  Action Taken: 

· An audit was conducted by the Peace Standing Committee during 2000 – 01 and information conveyed to Vice-Chancellors with the request for support for existing programs and the introduction of programs where none existed.

· AFUW-NSW made action to support a peace studies perspective in educational curricula and the promotion of peace an agenda item at their executive meetings (2002).  Active involvement in a number of seminars and forums involved AFUW-NSW in activities to promote peace and peaceful means of reducing conflict.
· The convener of the Peace Standing Committee, Pamela Lemoine, was awarded life membership of the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Sydney for her efforts and commitment to peace and social justice.

· The Convener of the Peace Standing Committee, Pamela Lemoine, was also a member of the IFUW delegation to the United Nations Conference against Racism, Xenophobia and Related Intolerances in Durban, South Africa in 2001.
· AFUW-NT donated a collection of peace books, including the UNIFEM publication Women, War, Peace, to commemorate the UN International Day of Peace and to encourage the study of peace and conflict resolution in September 2004.
· We have a number of members of AFUW who are represented on various State and Territory Government Peak Womens organisations and NGOs.  The networking here is invaluable and helps to break down barriers of stereotyping and many valuable partnerships have been established.
At the international level, AFUW proposed a Resolution (Resolution 4) at the 28th IFUW Triennial Conference in 2004 calling on all NFAs to support the UN Universal Declaration of Cultural Diversity and a Culture of Peace by advocating for programs for primary and secondary students that countered racism and intolerance and promoted understanding and harmony within school communities and multi-cultural societies.  
One of AFUW’s high priorities of advocacy has been promoting the need for more work to be done in Indigenous Education (more on this later in this submission).  AFUW held a conference on Indigenous Education in 1998 and has been devoting a lot of resources since then in determining the level of indigenous education, what needs to be done and by whom.  Our goal is to present a report to the Australian, State and Territorial Governments on the needs required on this topic, what resources are required to help indigenous students and that all students in Australia, regardless of their cultural background, receive education on understanding Indigenous history and values.  A copy will be forwarded to IFUW when completed.

Promotion of Peace and Peaceful Means of Reducing Conflict:
National Actions

The AFUW Council has written to the Australian Government to protest at the treatment of the citizens in Iraq in the last year.  Under the terms of the Geneva Convention, all members of the ‘Coalition of the Willing’ in Iraq are accountable and responsible for the actions of all other members and hence we need to be advocating that the citizens of Iraq have rights which appear to have been vioated.  We are still pursuing this with the Government.
At the 31st AFUW Triennial Conference in 2000, members recommended to all STAs that they devote time at a General Meeting to activities related to conflict resolution and the promotion of peace.  Action Taken:

· President and CIR attended Conflict Resolution Workshop at 27th IFUW Conference in Ottawa 2001.

· AFUW-Vic invited Director of the Centre for International Conflict Resolution at Melbourne University to speak at their Annual Dinner on the work of the Centre.

· As an extension of this, Conflict Resolution Workshops were conducted at the 2003 AFUW Triennial Conference. These were based on the IFUW Manual for Conflict Resolution Workshops. Sponsorship from the University of Melbourne meant that these could be open to the general public as well as to delegates and that all participants could receive a copy of the Manual.
The theme for the public days of the 33rd AFUW Triennial Conference in 2006 is ‘The Role of Women in Peacekeeping’.
Members of AFUW take initiatives in attending functions of other NGOs.  This helps spread the culture of peace as we learn more about each other.  Also, AFUW members are always willing to offer hospitality to members of other NFAs as a further bridge to networking with members from other lands.
Further actions promoting Peace and the Peaceful Resolution of Conflict:

· Support for the World Conference Against Racism (March 2001). AFUW sent a message of support before the Conference. This was reported in the AFUW journal, Graduate Women as part of a policy to use the journal to publicize peace issues. The issue of October 2001 included a Report on Conference from Pamela Lemoine, Convenor of the AFUW Peace Committee and IFUW Delegate to the Conference.

· Support for Australian Muslim women, especially those who were being abused in the wake of September 11: 

In October 2001 AFUW-Vic co-convened (with United Nations Association of Australia, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom and the Victorian Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Coalition) a public march of solidarity between Muslim and non-Muslim women.
AFUW WA invited three Muslim women to speak about their lives at a Harmony Day event in 2002.

AFUW-Qld  invited Dr Roxanne Marcotte to address a 2004 Breakfast meeting on ‘Islamists Arguing for Women’s Rights in  Islam’.

· On Bullying (subject of Resolution moved by AFUW at IFUW 2001 Conference). Understanding and addressing the problem in the workplace was the theme of a seminar in Perth attended by representatives of AFUW-WA in 2001 and of a Breakfast Meeting of AFUW-SA in March 2003, while AFUW-WA organised a public forum in 2001 on bullying in schools. This was a follow-up action on the Resolution (moved by AFUW) on Conflict Resolution for Young Children passed at the IFUW 2001 Conference.
· AFUW awarded its recent fellowship to a woman studying bullying in school.  She is now attending some seminars organised by AFUW in her home state of NSW to advise members on her research.

· AFUW-SA approached  the State Minister for Correctional Services in 2004 with complaints that women prisoners were being denied educational opportunities and denied the right to respect.  They were assured by the Minister that the complaints had been investigated. AFUW-SA has since been invited to participate with the Women's Legal Services in preparing a submission on the treatment of Indigenous women in prison.
· AFUW WA members have attended a wide range of lectures on Trafficking in Australia.  Trafficking for prostitution is often called a modern from of slavery.  Members want to make it history.

· Members have been involved in the national enquiry into Children in Immigration detention centres.  AFUW lodged a submission into this enquiry and argued how the rights of children have been violated.  While we have a report now from this enquiry, AFUW intends to pursue the question of ‘Where to from now?’  More details will be available when next we report on this topic.  Members all around the country have also pursued this topic by taking part in peace marches.
· AFUW’s Contribution to ‘Reconciliation’.  The situation of Indigenous Australians is a source of tension and conflict within Australia that is being addressed by various movements such as Reconciliation.  AFUW decided to focus on education as its contribution to Reconciliation, as an outcome of a 1998 national conference it organised on the education needs of Indigenous Australians.  Under the leadership of AFUW-South Australia, AFUW has undertaken a lengthy Research and Advocacy Project on (a) the support available within the school system to Indigenous secondary school students,  (b) the extent to which Indigenous Studies were part of the school curriculum and  (c) the extent to which teacher training prepared teachers to teach Indigenous Studies and to be aware of the special needs of Indigenous students.  All STAs and the Education Committee were involved in gathering information from State and Federal government Education Departments and from University Faculties of education. Reports on the respective parts of the project were prepared by Erica Jolly of AFUW-SA and published in 2003 and 2004. Follow up work is still taking place. An extensive survey of financial support available to South Australian Indigenous students was completed by Ms Jolly in late 2004.  AFUW Council has encouraged other STAs to adapt this for use in their own STAs.

National and International Advocacy expressing opposition to military resolution of conflict and to actions with the potential to increase reliance on military force as a means of ensuring security. 

· Re Civilian Casualties of NATO Bombing in Kosovo Conflict: Graduate Women published a lengthy article on breaches of the Geneva Convention and Customary International Law in NATO’s operations in Kosovo. (This was an expanded version of Tania Voon’s presentation at the ID Seminars at the 2001 IFUW Conference)
· Re US Missile Shield Program: In response to IFUW request for action, AFUW urged the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister that Australia should withdraw support for America’s ‘missile shield’ program (July 2001)

· Re Afghanistan: AFUW protested (November 2001) to the Prime Minister that the heavy bombardment of Afghanistan undertaken in the wake of the 11 September attack on America was neither justified nor proportionate —copy as requested to IFUW). 

· Re Iraq: 17 September 2002 AFUW wrote to the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs opposing a military strike on grounds of inadequate justification and prospective suffering of Iraqi civilians.  AFUW called on the Federal Opposition to oppose in the Senate the government’s support for a ‘pre-emptive strike’.

10 February 2003: AFUW endorsed the European Women’s League’s Declaration Against War, and forwarded it with our endorsement to the Prime Minister and other MPs.

· Resolution on Control of Small Arms: AFUW collaborated with NZFGW in preparing a Resolution at the 2004 IFUW Conference (Resolution 8), calling for NFAs to urge their governments (a) to implement the UN Program of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms, (b) to participate actively in the 2005 UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and (c) to take a number of measures to counter underlying causes of conflict and promote peace education (including education on the role of weapons).
Involvement of Women in Peace and Reconstruction Processes, with special reference to UN Security Council Resolution 1325 

AFUW, with the Canadian Federation, successfully moved a Resolution at the 28th IFUW Triennial Conference (Resolution 9) calling on all NFAs to urge their governments to support the implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (Women Peace and Security) and to incorporate women’s voices in conflict resolution processes. 

AFUW has been involved with the established of a website in Australia www.1325australia.org.au to highlight the work of non government organisations on this UN Security Council resolution.  It is also linked to the AFUW website.
International Action taken by AFUW:

 (a) East Timor: Resolution 16 at the 31st AFUW Triennial Conference in 2000 recognised the importance of gender equity in the reconstruction of East Timor and referred the matter to AFUW Council for consideration and action. Action Taken:  

· A representative of East Timor was sponsored by AFUW to attend the PGWNet Conference in Brisbane in 2002 as an observer with speaking rights.  

· The International Day Meeting of AFUW-Vic in July 2002 heard a report on the situation of health services, especially for women from a medical student who had undertaken work experience in East Timor

· AFUW-NSW Newsletter of November 2002 presented an article by Kirsty Sword Gusmao on the Alola Foundation, established to raise awareness of gender-based violence experienced by women in East Timor, and to develop activities and programs identified by East Timorese women as priorities, including reproductive health and economic independence.

· AFUW appealed to the Minister for Immigration to reconsider the decision that any East Timorese who has spent many years in Australia under temporary forms of refugee protection must return forthwith to East Timor, pointing out that Jose Ramos Horta has appealed to the Australian Government not to enforce the immediate return of these people on the grounds that their security and access to employment, health services, and education cannot be guaranteed.  The situation of women and children was stressed. AFUW’s protest was part of a widespread reaction and the government’s proposal was abandoned.

(b) Fiji: In response to an appeal from the Fijian Association of Graduate Women for text books to replace those lost when schools were badly damaged or burned down during their 2000 political crisis in Fiji, over 2000 primary and secondary text books and a large amount of school materials were collected by AFUW-Vic during March – May 2001.  Rotary International arranged for their transport.
(c) Afghanistan:  AFUW wrote to the Prime Minister stressing that no final just peace could be achieved in Afghanistan without the involvement of women in decision-making. Later, in November 2001 AFUW signed the petition circulated among women NGOs to include Afghan Women at the Negotiating Table and sent copies to UN Secretary General, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, President George W Bush, Laura Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, Secretary of State Colin Powell.

A message of solidarity and support was sent to the Afghan Women’s Summit for Democracy held in Brussels in December 2001.

Graduate Women of May 2002 published an article on a program  ‘From the Gun to the Pen: An Educational Program for Children in Afghanistan’.  One of the originators of this Australian Volunteers Abroad program, Dr Nouria Salehi, later spoke to the July International Day Meeting of AFUW-Vic about the work of this project and a collection was taken in support.
(d)  Solomon Islands. Support for invited non-military peace-keeping operations.  Having sought assurances from the Solomon Islands Graduate Women’s Association that there was widespread support for their government’s invitation for Australia to send a peace-keeping force to intervene in their internal conflict, AFUW wrote to the Prime Minister in July 2003 supporting Australia’s involvement and requesting that attention be given to the participation of women in rebuilding peace in the Solomons. (UN Resolution 1325 was cited; Contact details of SIGWA were provided).

(d) Iraq: April 2003. AFUW called on the Government to ensure the full representation of Iraqi women in building post-war Iraq (citing UN Security Council Resolution 1325). 

(e) Iran:  February 2002: AFUW wrote to the Special Representative for Human Rights in Iran at UNHRC, asking for intervention on behalf of Iranian women teachers detained and possibly beaten or tortured for their participation in late January in non-violent demonstrations, sit-ins and protest moves, and asking that he stress the right of women to participate in political processes. 


While not specifically linked to this topic, AFUW has been involved with fund raising following the Tsunami last December on the basis that we wish to help the women in affected countries being involved in the redevelopment of their communities.
Advocacy and actions re rights of women and girls to enjoy their human rights in peace and security (National actions)

(1) Re UN Optional Protocols 

Optional Protocols to the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child 

After the 27th IFUW Triennial Conference in 2001, AFUW urged the Australian Government to ratify several outstanding Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  When Australia’s decision to sign the Protocol on Child Prostitution and the Sexual Exploitation of Children was announced (December 2001), a letter of congratulation was sent to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Attorney-General, with a repeated request for ratification of the ILO Convention on Child Labour and Protocol on Children in Armed Conflict.  The Minister for Foreign Affairs was congratulated on signing the latter in 2002.
Optional Protocol to CEDAW: 

From 2001, AFUW has continued to urge the Australian Government to sign this document.

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime. 

Trafficking in women, especially from Asian countries, is a serious problem in Australia.  In June 2001 the following Council Resolution was sent to the Minister for Justice: and his Opposition counterpart:

AFUW  (a) calls upon the Australian government, and in particular upon the Minister for Justice and Customs, to ensure that  the provisions of the Criminal Code Amendment (Slavery and Sexual Servitude) Act of 1999 are vigorously pursued and enforced;

(b) requests the Minister to provide statistical information on the investigation and prosecution of offences covered by the above legislation;

(c) calls for the establishment of a dedicated and well-resourced unit of the Australian Federal Police to ensure that those who profit from keeping women in sexual servitude are discovered, prosecuted, and sentenced in an appropriate manner under the provisions of the Act; 

(d) calls for measures to ensure that the prosecution of offenders is not subverted by the deportation of the very women whose testimony is essential if an offence is to be proved;

(e) applauds the support given through AusAID to the recent anti-trafficking project identification mission in the ASEAN region and urges the Government to intensify such efforts at international co-operation in the work of preventing the trafficking of women and children;

(f) urges the Government to define Australia’s opposition to human trafficking by signing the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime.

A follow-up letter of March 2002 queried the detention and deportation of women found to have been trafficked and the failure to pursue prosecutions. In November 2002 AFUW was a signatory to a document with similar concerns issued by Womenspeak, a major network of women NGOs to which AFUW is affiliated.

In September 2003 AFUW made a formal submission to the Inquiry of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on the Australian Crime Commission into Trafficking in Women for Sexual Services. In October 2003 we were delighted to be able to congratulate the Minister assisting the Prime Minister on the Status of Women on a package of measures that most importantly involved treating women detected as being in Australia as a result of such trafficking primarily as victims rather than as illegal immigrants.  A ‘Support for Victims of People Trafficking Programmes’ to be co-ordinated by the Office of the Status of Women (now called the Office for Women) was announced as part of this package, but a case manager was not announced until June 2004 and there is still some dissatisfaction with the level of  protection offered.  AFUW is represented on two consortia of women’s non-government organisations established by the Office for Women and has called on the Government to treat this measure with more action.  Currently, a government media campaign is on hold and AFUW has joined with other NGOs to push for this work to be stepped up, rather than just left.
Several members of AFUW-ACT attended a lecture given by Kathleen Malzahn, Founding Director of Project Respect to deliver the Pamela Denoon lecture on ‘Paying for Servitude – Trafficking in Women for Prostitution” in March 2004.

(2) Human Rights of women– general

AFUW members regularly participate in conjunction with other women’s NGOs in the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, known in Australia as White Ribbon Day (November 25).
AFUW-WA held a meeting in September 2004 on the program of Human Rights education prepared for primary schools by the National Committee on Human Rights education.  A seminar on Human Rights, education and the Law is scheduled for 2005.

AFUW-WA and AFUW-Vic have taken action to support programs to ensure that pregnant and mothering young women can complete their education, while AFUW-Qld has been involved with the issue of the right to appropriate education for women in prison. 
AFUW WA are holding a seminar on the International Day of Peace on September 21 for people at the 4 universities in their area.  Panelists will include the media, social commentators, religious leaders, and authors on peace.  The chaplains at the Curtin University are also involved in the planning.

AFUW Q is involved with ‘buddies’ which coordinates school and community education on refugee matters, seeking opportunities to speak at schools, colleges and community groups.

One of the branches in AFUW Q has a special project on refugee education.  They are meeting with the Head of the Romero Centre for Refugees and hope for a large number of refugees and asylum seeker supporters to attend.
Members of AFUW SA attend WILPF meetings and report back to AFUW SA meetings.  Their newsletters also advise on activities of the University of South Australia’s Hawke Institute in promoting lectures on world peace.

In 2003 AFUW SA had a breakfast meeting and follow-up discussions on the issue of 'Workplace Bullying' and made material available to members.  We will follow that up later this year when one of the speakers will return to discuss the progress she is making with the SA government in developing a workable definition of 'workplace bullying' to use in enacting legislation for people who are subjected to this behaviour.

AFUW SA has focussed on the issue of Aboriginal Reconciliation and the promotion of a peace Treaty with the Australian Government.  To this end, we had Lowitja O'Donoghue as our guest speaker at last year's Annual Dinner.  She spoke of the factors influencing the abolition of ATSIC and her successful efforts to find alternatives for management of the many communities affected by this action.

AFUW-SA demonstated its solidarity with the Indigenous Australians by contributing to the submission to the federal government not to abolish ATSIC.  We view this action as a denial of human rights, because it denies aboriginal communities the rights of autonomy.

We operate within the understanding that rage and violence are often the outlet of those living in deprived circumstances, and that education is one of the key factors in overcoming deprivation. Our representations have resulted in information that the department will make further efforts to ensure that South Australia's Aboriginal people will have easier access to information about the courses available in the Technical and Further Education Colleges (TAFEs).

AFUW-SA has also worked with Tauondi - the Aboriginal Community College - to produce a booklet of scholarships (55 pages) to provide Aboriginal students with *free information* about the finances available for them, to assist them gain an education in an Australia. The  South Australian Government has given  AFUW-SA $2,000 to print 600 copies of the booklet to be distributed to Aboriginal centres around the State.
(3) Human Rights of Refugees and Asylum Seekers:
 Resolution 8 of the 27th IFUW Conference in 2001, moved by AFUW, reaffirmed earlier IFUW resolutions on Refugee Women and Girls and called on NFAs to lobby their governments for considerate and humanitarian solutions to the problems of refugees and asylum seekers and to seek to inform and educate their own members on issues of refugees and asylum seekers.
Action Taken:  During 2001, AFUW Council called on Government and Opposition members of Parliament to end mandatory detention, protesting at the length of time spent in detention and the harshness of the conditions imposed on asylum seekers; and at the so-called Pacific Solution; at the denial of education to children in detention; and at the harshness of the terms of the ‘temporary protection’ visas granted to those accorded refugee status.  Further letters calling for the release of women and child detainees into the community were sent during the triennium. 

A submission was made to the national inquiry initiated by the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission into the treatment of children in immigration detention in March 2002.  This submission, which emphasised particularly the breaches of international law relating to the detention of children, the psychological damage and the denial of education, was posted on the AFUW website and a copy sent to IFUW. 

In May 2002 AFUW organised a submission on similar lines from 14 women’s NGOs to the Minister for Immigration and the Prime Minister.  In July 2002 AFUW became an organisational supporter of Australians for Just Refugee Programs, and in September 2002 AFUW signed the Australian Refugee Rights position paper to be presented to executive Committee of UNHCR. 

A session on the Human Rights of Refugees was included in the Public Days of the 2003 AFUW Triennial Conference. 
AFUW-Vic collaborated with several other women’s NGOs to organise a one-day forum on the theme ‘Our Community and Women Refugees’ in 2001 and the AFUW-Vic President has attended the International Women’s Day meetings of the Victorian Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Coalition.

Refugees on temporary visas in Western Australia have been assisted by AFUW-WA members with furniture and household goods, English language assistance and swimming lessons for children.  

AFUW-Qld has a special ‘Support Refugees’ programme funded in part by an annual book-sale.

AFUW ACT has linked in with the Rotary International project to help the Akha Hills people from Northern Thailand.  Many of these children are sold by their families and then find themselves working in the Sex industry.  By building refuges for these children, it is hoped that they will be able to reach adulthood and able to make decisions about their own future.  Unfortunately, the Thai government does not grant these people citizenship, so they are deprived being able to leave the country.
AFUW ACT has explored the issues of water salinity and feels this is linked to a culture of peace.  If there is insufficient water for the basic necessities of life, then there is no peace.
Obstacles

The current Australian Government is reticent to taking action on many areas where AFUW feels it should:
Not signing nor taking action on UN protocols

A reluctance to surrender any portion of national sovereignty on law-making and judicial procedures

A reluctance to be judged and lacking in international standards on human rights

A refusal to sign CEDAW

Its attitude to international comments on conditions for Indigenous Australians 

Its attitude to refugees
A political exploitation of ideas of integrity of national boundaries in relation to asylum seekers
A political exploitation of the fear of terrorism since September 2001 and attempting to justify a reduction of human rights and freedom of Australians
A reluctance to spend ‘serious money’ on ‘women’s issues’ as a residue of patriarchal attitudes (which also affect attitudes to issues of violence against women—blaming the victim of rape or domestic violence).
Advocacy will continue to push the Australian Government to change its stance on these.
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