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Introduction – The Aquarian Paradigm Shift 

The Age of Aquarius is the period of two millennia from about now until about 4000 AD. Known as a 
Zodiac Age, the Age of Aquarius is defined in astronomy as the period when the sun is in the 
constellation of Aquarius the Water Bearer at the March equinox each year. Putting history into this 
cosmic framework calls us to reflect on the global changes in ideas and culture needed to build a 
durable moral vision. Talking about the Age of Aquarius is a way to open broad conversation about 
our planetary future over this long period. The need is to integrate scientific knowledge with respect 
for spiritual wisdom, identifying the paradigm shifts needed to sustain planetary flourishing.  

This paper analyses the Age of Aquarius against the framework of Christianity.  The hypotheses are 
that observation of the precession of the equinox was central to the origins of Christianity, that this 
way of thinking was radically suppressed to the point of near invisibility, that the loss of this original 
astral context is a central factor to explain Christian history and theology, and that restoration of this 
natural framework provides a path to a new scientific model of Christian faith. The objective is to 
construct a terrestrial cosmology, using Zodiac Ages against a Biblical vision to explain the 
connection between our planetary situation and our cosmic context. 

The astronomy behind Zodiac Ages is important to the evolution of life on earth, with precession of 
the equinox a primary driver of natural climate cycles. However, the astrology of Zodiac Ages and its 
possible role in Christian origins are broadly rejected. Astrology is notorious for wild and baseless 
speculation and as a result suffers cultural exclusion. The complex relations between astronomy, 
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astrology and religion therefore need to be analysed with great care to justify and explain the 
precession hypothesis of Christian origins.  

My view is that understanding the meaning of the Age of Aquarius against a Biblical framework can 
support a systematic scientific philosophy, pointing toward paradigm shifts in science, religion and 
politics. Framing the discussion in a primarily scientific way can place spiritual and cultural 
interpretation of the Age of Aquarius in the objective context of astronomy, seeking to explain 
astrological thinking in a scholarly way. The wholistic cosmic analysis of Zodiac Ages arising from this 
hypothesis seeks to explain underlying lost meaning within Christianity and contribute to rigorous 
analysis of the millennial evolution of human culture.  

The ideas presented here include my original research on precession in the Bible and culture, 
presenting perspectives on religion and philosophy through new interpretations of primary sources. 
The precession hypothesis proposes a paradigm shift in the explanation of Christian origins, 
demonstrating a major unrecognised symbolic dimension with capacity to provide rational 
explanation of anomalies within current interpretations.  

The proposed paradigm shift begins with a revision of historical understanding of early Christianity, 
focusing on how primary Christian ideas used astronomy as the basis for a unified theory of reality. 
This shift of thinking has current implications, not only for the meaning of religion but also extending 
to the politics of climate change and steps needed to sustain human civilization on our fragile planet. 
Considering the Age of Aquarius in the practical terms of our planetary prognosis, tensions between 
a new vision of an integrated future and the prevailing assumptions of our society point toward 
reform priorities, integrating culture and nature.  The cognitive inertia of established opinion is 
resistant to new ideas, but focus on positive implications of new thinking can open constructive 
dialogue.  

One major area of constructive transformation for the Age of Aquarius as a time of planetary repair 
and renewal comes from the ancient Roman term Aquarian, meaning water engineer. Global 
warming is now our primary planetary emergency. Stabilising the climate will require water 
engineering on a scale that people have barely imagined, with a radical paradigm shift in prevailing 
thinking that will begin with general acceptance of the climate crisis. Even then, the scale, severity, 
intractability and urgency of the climate problem require fundamental changes in human 
psychology. The focus needs to shift from just cutting new emissions to reversing the committed 
warming from past emissions and the physical darkening of the planet, ideas that most people find 
incomprehensible. The Aquarian profession of water engineers will be central to the new paradigm 
of the Age of Aquarius, working to increase albedo and convert carbon into non-warming chemical 
forms. Managing the world oceans and freshwater systems through innovative engineering, for 
example by refreezing the Arctic Ocean, is a critical priority to restore a stable planetary climate and 
repair the damage our economy has inflicted on natural ecosystems through failure to understand 
the finite boundaries of physical systems.  

My view is that farms and cities and transport systems will be built on the world ocean in this 
century, achieving vast scale that we now cannot imagine, transforming our relationship to our 
planet in entirely positive and sustainable ways. The guiding positive philosophy will be to integrate 
care for humanity with care for nature,2 supporting economic abundance, human dignity, climate 
stability and natural biodiversity as key themes of the New Age. To address the practical challenges 
of science and technology, such change will involve transformation of human spirituality. 

Could such dreams of a New Age be possible? A reformed scientific approach to Christianity, 
grounded in astronomy, should be central to placing this vision of planetary unity and repair onto a 
coherent and vital ethical basis. To begin to put such ideas into a systematic framework, a scientific 
starting point can be established in astronomy. 
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The Astronomy of Precession 

The orbital basis of the Zodiac Age concept rests in the phenomenon known as precession of the 
equinoxes. Precession is the slow backward movement against the stars of the equinox and solstice 
points marking the seasons. The equinoxes are the dates each year when the position of the sun 
moves across the equator, on 21 March into the northern hemisphere at the northern spring point, 
and on 21 September into the southern hemisphere beginning the northern autumn, dividing the 
warmer and cooler halves of the year.  

The March equinox is 
defined as the starting 
point of the natural year 
for both astronomy and 
astrology. The star map 
here shows the position 
of the sun at the March 
equinox in 2021, now in 
the constellation of 
Pisces.3 This position is 
known in astronomy as 
the First Point of Aries, 
and is used to define the coordinate system of the celestial sphere.4 Over the last 2000 years, the 
First Point of Aries has steadily moved west by precession through the constellation of Pisces, 
defining the Zodiac Age of Pisces in astronomy. 

Precession is the third cyclic motion of the earth. The 
first motion is the day, as our planet spins on its axis, 
while the second motion is the annual orbit around the 
sun. Precession is caused by a slow wobbling of the 
earth’s axis over a period of nearly 26,000 years, like a 
spinning top, completing the description of earth’s 
planetary structure of time observable by naked eye 
astronomy. Precession is so slow, moving the celestial 
equator by just two sun widths in a human lifetime, 1° of 
arc in 71.6 years, that it is not generally known in the 
broader community and is widely misunderstood even 
among experts. Sir Isaac Newton proved that this regular 
wobble is caused by the gravitational tug of the sun and 
moon on the earth’s equator.5 The visible effects of this 
astronomy in terms of stars and seasons are fairly simple 
to understand, but it does require us to raise our gaze to see the big picture of planetary time.  

It takes 25771 years for the equinox to precess around the entire zodiac, a period termed the Great 
Year. Zodiac Ages are defined as equal periods based on the constellations at the March equinox, 
with twelve Ages in a Great Year. Each Age is named for a successive zodiac sign and is 2147.6 years 
long. The traditional estimate of Zodiac Age duration was slightly longer, 2160 years, equal to 60 x 6 
x 6 years. This rounded number fits with the seconds and minutes of our 60-based time system from 
ancient Sumer and Babylon.  This link is a first clue that precession was observed more extensively in 
the ancient world than is revealed in surviving documents, but this conclusion is strongly disputed.6 
No direct records of the Zodiac Age concept survive from ancient sources, but forensic study shows 
this ancient knowledge was clearly present and important in the Bible.  

The oldest surviving measurement of the speed of precession is from the Greek astronomer 
Hipparchus in the second century before Christ. Hipparchus appears to have made his calculation 
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from observation of a total lunar eclipse, 
the blood moon shown in this diagram, on 
21 March in 135 BC.7 He used this 
observation to calculate the exact stellar 
position of the equinox, comparing it to an 
old Babylonian star map to measure how far 
the stars had shifted.8  

Although Hipparchus gave the first attested 
calculation, earlier societies also had 
knowledge of precession, possibly for 
thousands of years, based on their practical and religious interests. Over the millennia this stellar 
shift had major importance for ancient communities, who observed the rising and setting dates of 
stars to know when to sow and harvest crops and when to hold religious festivals.  

For example, the Jewish historian Josephus said the festival of Passover was always held when the 
sun was in the constellation of Aries. But by the time of Christ, the Passover sun had begun to shift 
into Pisces, creating a dissonance with religious tradition. The Greek poet Hesiod said the Pleiades 
star group set at dusk at the season to plough the fields.9 In Hesiod’s time, around 750 BC, the 
Pleiades set at dusk about 21 March. Now, due to precession, this does not occur until 1 May, nearly 
six weeks later. Another demonstration of how central precession was to ancient cultures is that 
many societies rebuilt their temples every few centuries to align to the stars as the heavens 
gradually shifted due to precession.10 These examples show how the shift of the celestial sphere was 
widely observed by ancient astronomer-priests. As we will see, precession had profound but strongly 
disputed influence on Christianity and other religions, as well as unseen effects on climate change. 

I have studied the underlying astronomy of precession in some depth. One major physical discovery 
which suggests the physical importance and reality of the Zodiac Age framework is its resonance to 
the integral structure of the whole solar system. The Age period is exactly twelve times the 179 year 
conjunction cycle of the gas giant planets Jupiter, Saturn and Neptune, a cycle that drives the wave 
function of the solar system barycentre, integrating all the mass of the solar system.11 12 Another key 
justification for investigating this framework is how social evolution from belief to knowledge relates 
to the orbital climate cycle. I will discuss the climate context after exploring links between Zodiac 
Ages and Christianity in more detail. Exploring the numerous examples of this hidden astronomy in 
the Bible is a remarkable detective story that provides an important contribution to understanding 
the meaning of the Age of Aquarius today. 

Knowledge of Precession as a Hidden Key to Christian Theology 

The hypothesis that knowledge of precession provided the real original basis of Christian theology 
means the story of Christ was designed to reflect on earth the grand order seen in the heavens. The 
idea that observation of precession was central to Christian origins explains the structural formation 
of core Christian ideas, grounding the story of how God orders the cosmos in visual astronomy.  

The scientific framework of precession provides the foundation for a systematic theology, placing 
Christian mythology within the empirical structure of astronomy to describe the complex order of 
human existence. This interpretation provides a basis to build a coherent vision of our common 
future, grounded in the wisdom of the past. Observation of the stars provided a template for ancient 
philosophy and religion, with the visible heavens as the symbol of orderly eternal perfection, a vision 
that can be rekindled to understand the meaning of religion today. The subsequent loss of this 
knowledge by the church is a major source of confusion and error in Christian belief. 

Reconstructing how ancient cosmology incorporated knowledge of precession can explain lost 
meaning in prominent myths in Christianity. My reading indicates that observation of precession was 
a central inspiration for the writers of the New Testament, although records of this interest were 
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couched in deliberately concealed language, indicating the existence of strong opposition to making 
it public. The loss of this knowledge, central to Christian mythology, is a vivid indication of the 
depths of ignorance, depravity and corruption in human psychology.  

The theological framework of cosmic symbolism supported by precession appears in the Bible, 
supporting my view that construction of a new vision for the Age of Aquarius should become the 
central organising idea for a transformed contemporary Christian faith, serving to reform Christianity 
to make it fully compatible with scientific knowledge.  

Psychology and Precession 

In seeking to place Zodiac Ages in a scholarly framework, the Swiss psychoanalyst Carl Jung (1875-
1961), known as the Father of the New Age, is an important guide. Jung’s pioneering approach to 
psychology sought to integrate New Age spirituality with scientific analysis. He analysed the spiritual 
symbolism of precession in his essay Aion,13 connecting the Zodiac Age of Pisces with Christianity.  

Jung’s imaginative vision of the Age of Aquarius provides a hopeful framework for our planetary 
future, through key psychological ideas such as symbolic archetypes of the collective unconscious, 
psychological repression and synchronicity. These themes are of great value in putting the Zodiac 
Age concept into a coherent scientific and historical context.  Jung made the optimistic prediction 
that the Age of Aquarius will be a time of planetary repair, when new knowledge will combine with 
the recovery of lost traditions to transform human awareness, establishing a path toward 
psychological wholeness and coherent understanding of divinity.14 This perspective on our planetary 
future provides important insights into Christian origins and identity. Jung’s vision of the New Age 
indicates how analysis of religion might be put onto a coherent basis, seeking to ground the 
psychology of faith in a scholarly understanding of history and nature. Jungian themes support the 
reconciliation of faith and reason, seeing how ancient wisdom teachings inspired the Christian 
Gospels including through the importance of astronomy within Christian theology.  

Jung sought to uncover the unconscious meaning in religious beliefs by interpreting texts as parables 
for scientific understanding. This approach included psychological analysis of popular images and 
myths, termed archetypes of the collective unconscious, to identify repressed symbols of social 
meaning. Church dogma relegated the astronomy and astrology of precession to the collective 
unconscious, so the deconstruction of this process can help to reveal their hidden original intent. 
Recognising the need for the return of the repressed in religion, Jung called on theology to accept 
more humility in the face of scientific knowledge and escape the repressive amnesia involved in 
conventional faith, the apologetic tendency to deliberately forget disagreeable memories.15  

The psychology of repression, the routine exclusion of unwelcome thoughts from conscious 
attention, provides essential clues to explain how Christianity has largely lost contact with the 
concept of Zodiac Ages. Biblical theology places repression at the focus of the messianic paradox, 
the tragic irony that people tend to reject the most important information.  Essential ideas for 
salvation are seen as psychologically unacceptable to ordinary thinking and are therefore excluded 
from view. For example, Isaiah 53 predicts the Messiah will be despised and rejected, and Jesus 
Christ quotes Psalm 22, saying the stone the builder rejects will become the head of the corner. At 
Mark 8:17 Christ describes the psychology of repression – expressed as hardness of heart - as the 
reason why the disciples cannot understand the miracle of the feeding of the multitude, which as we 
will see appears to symbolise observation of precession. The problem of repression means that 
saving ideas are regarded with incomprehension and contempt in popular consciousness. As a result, 
the repressed ideas are converted into distorted symbolic forms, a psychological process known as 
sublimation, making rational discussion of them very difficult.  

The messianic paradox is that salvation requires ideas that people dismiss with disdain. Repression 
of saving ideas means that people can be on a pathway to destruction but will ignore information 
needed to change course.  This syndrome is widespread, for example in responses to climate 
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change. Finding natural meaning behind the supernatural Biblical concept of salvation can show how 
the original long-term wholistic vision of saving the world was repressed in favour of the immediate 
appeal of supernatural personal salvation, with the popular myth of heavenly afterlife. Analysing 
what conventional faith has repressed and sublimated in its rejection of the astronomy that inspired 
the Gospels is therefore an important factor in developing a coherent understanding of salvation. 

The church focused on teachings that were congenial for a mass audience, concealing the real 
origins of Christianity. The cosmology of precession was hard for orthodoxy to explain compared to 
the simple mass appeal of the miraculous personification of God in the story of Jesus. As well, the 
moral divide between spirit and flesh within Christian theology meant the ascetic hostility of the 
early church toward pagan culture largely rejected ideas that found God in nature. As a result of this 
repressive psychology, Christianity lost sight of the long-term astronomical vision of its founders and 
instead ended up focusing on short-term agendas that distorted faith to obtain political influence, 
establishing the long alliance of throne and altar over the millennium of Christendom. 

Synchronicity is another key concept from Carl Jung’s psychology.16 Synchronicity means that 
everything that occurs at a given moment shares a common causal quality or character.  Just as all 
the water at one point in a river is connected by the common nature imparted by the shape of the 
riverbanks, so too everything in any complex system is part of the overall flow of time of that 
system.  Synchronicity flows from the philosophical axiom that all is one.  This logical observation 
that everything is part of the same reality gives rise to the observation of the unity of all things as a 
core principle of New Age thinking.  The immense complexity of how everything is connected makes 
putting such unified understanding into coherent form extremely difficult.  Synchronicity indicates a 
deeper unseen causality that can be observed but not fully understood, providing a conceptual 
starting point for a mystical and spiritual approach to psychology, with Zodiac Ages as the 
encompassing systematic framework for existence. 

The Problem of Astrology 

Astrology draws directly from this synchronistic way of thinking, examining how events reflect the 
quality of the moment when they occurred, an approach that was far more culturally accepted and 
prominent in the ancient world than it is today.  Its critics say astrology is despised and rejected for 
good reason, like many ideas abandoned due to lack of evidence. Yet this dismissive attitude can be 
challenged. The Bible calls us to look in places the world ignores to find the path of salvation, 
suggesting that ways of thinking that the world has rejected may have enduring unseen value. If 
astrology was in fact central to Christian origins, a reassessment is essential. 

Political suppression of astrology in the early church discarded the original theory of Zodiac Ages 
that was used to construct Christian theology. The religious mythology of literal Gospel faith then 
completely displaced this natural cosmic vision of Zodiac Age astrology.  This model indicates a 
completely new understanding of Christianity and world history.   The claim that Zodiac Ages were 
central to Christian origins will seem outrageous to many. I argue it is compatible with both ancient 
and modern scientific knowledge, explaining many things that are quite mysterious in Christian 
cosmology, putting Christian studies onto a better ethical and factual foundation. Finding the 
enduring ethical meaning in Christian texts requires challenge to unscientific traditional claims about 
the origins of Christianity, seeing these claims as concealing a coherent lost vision.   

To develop natural explanations of the evolution of religion requires reconstruction of how the 
creators of religious ideas actually thought, including ideas that were later rejected and lost. Treating 
the Gospel stories as natural moral parables, grounded in an astrological worldview, rather than as 
evidence of supernatural intervention in the world, puts focus on the ethical and symbolic meaning 
of the texts, replacing the traditional belief that the gospels provided miraculous accounts of historic 
events. The precession hypothesis, including its astrological framework, strongly supports this 
scientific approach of a totally sceptical reading of the Bible and its psychological context.  
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A problem with this idea that Zodiac Ages underpin Christian theology is that astrology is broadly 
misunderstood, ignored and rejected in scientific, philosophical and religious circles. As a result, 
Christians interpret the Gospels with no recourse to the prevailing astrological religious culture of its 
origins.  Mainstream science and religion regard the astrology associated with Zodiac Ages as 
unacceptable, with the Age of Aquarius generally misinterpreted in terms of popular New Age 
culture as a magical fantasy lacking any rigorous scientific meaning. The magical and fatalistic forms 
of thought in astrology are seen as incompatible with scientific understanding of material causality 
and with Christian ideas of freedom and God. So, there is a basic intellectual challenge to justify the 
Zodiac Age concept as anything more than descriptive astronomy or poetic mythology. The key 
begins with assessing how Zodiac Age cosmology was central to the origins of Christianity, as the 
empirical basis for its prophetic framework around the story of the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

Astronomy is fundamental to systematic thinking about reality, placing existence in the orderly 
context of space and time, through an accurate and objective description of the known universe, a 
largely consistent big picture of the cosmos. Modern astronomy has dramatically expanded 
knowledge of the size, nature and age of the universe, leading to the view that human life is 
insignificant against the awesome scale of the cosmos. However, the cosmology of the Big Bang is so 
vast in time and space that it offers no direct implications for human life, no point of connection or 
meaning.  

If we ask how humans connect to the universe, the descriptive method of modern cosmology 
provides only limited information. By contrast, the cosmology of Zodiac Ages places human 
connection, perspective, purpose and meaning as central, within an empirical framework.   A 
postulate of this paper is that seeing humanity as connected to the cosmos requires a terrestrial 
cosmology, focussed on how the earth connects to the solar system, understanding the stable 
repeating patterns that provide the complex context for evolution of life on our planet. This orderly 
cyclic terrestrial cosmology places human existence into an objective perspective, interpreting 
culture against the millennial time horizon of precession.  

At the scale of human history, the millennial cosmology of precession of the equinoxes provides an 
encompassing story, a cosmic clock that measures the whole of human time, with three full 
precession cycles since humanity left Africa to colonise the rest of the planet about 80,000 years 
ago.17 This millennial order of magnitude stands between the centuries in which history is usually 
discussed and the millions and billions of years analysed by astronomy and geology. The challenge is 
to see the relevance for today of how ancient societies interpreted this millennial knowledge.  

The Cosmic Clock of History 

To link the precession hypothesis to Biblical analysis it is essential to understand the basic visual 
astronomy. Zodiac Ages are the slow cosmic clock of history. Using the astronomy program SkyGazer 
4.5, we can see how Zodiac Ages were envisioned by ancient astronomers. The diagrams below 
show how through each millennium the position of the sun at the equinox shifts backward against 
the zodiac stars by half a zodiac constellation.18  Precession is measured by the movement of the X at 
the centre of these diagrams, formed by the intersection of two astronomical circles defining the 
equinox. These great circles are the unchanging path of the sun and planets, known as the ecliptic, 
shown in yellow, and the changing position of the celestial equator, shown in white.  

This series of star maps shows the movement of this X in the sky through the constellations of the 
zodiac over the course of written history. Moving at a rate of one degree of arc every 71.6 years, the 
position of the celestial equator defines the Zodiac Ages. Every 2148 years the equinox point moves 
through another constellation. The Age of Taurus the Bull ran from about 4300 BC to 2150 BC, the 
Age of Aries the Ram from 2150 BC to the BC/AD turning point, and the Age of Pisces the Fishes from 
the time of Christ until now. The position of this X in the sky today is between Pisces and Aquarius. 
The Age of Aquarius will begin in about 2150 AD, depending upon how we interpret the astronomy. 
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This observation provides the objective scientific basis of the idea that we are now approaching the 
dawn of the Age of Aquarius. 

A Christian Astrology of Zodiac Ages 

Cultural evolution has seen scientific knowledge gradually replace religious belief as the dominant 
social value system. This historical evolution from belief to knowledge is a function of the growth of 
technological civilization with its requirement for accurate information.  It has a direct correlation 
with the astrology of Zodiac Ages, with Platonic philosophy and with Christian cosmology.  

Astrological tradition gives the sign of Aquarius the theme of innovative humanitarian knowledge, 
and the sign of Pisces the theme of mystical compassionate belief. 19 This thematic structure 
supports a vision of Zodiac Ages as involving successive world ages dominated firstly by belief and 
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then by knowledge. This model correlates directly with the structural basis of the early Christian 
theory of history, and with the actual evolution of world culture. My hypothesis is that this 
framework was used by the Gospel authors to construct their vision of time. 

These broad archetypal meanings of belief and knowledge are grounded in traditional astrology of 
the annual cyclic rhythm of the seasons. Each season is divided into three months, with each of the 
twelve months having a distinct identity based on interwoven cycles of three and four months, 
known as modes (cardinal, fixed and mutable signs) and elements (fire, earth, air, water). This 
annual cyclic physics from ancient astrology produced the Aquarian theme of knowledge from its 
sign identity as fixed air and the Piscean theme of belief from its identity as mutable water. Modes 
and elements were central to ancient astrology, based on physical observation of the seasons, using 
the mathematics of solstices and equinoxes rather than belief in influence from distant stars. 

Astrology was far more respected in ancient culture than it is 
today. This Roman mosaic of the God of Time, Aion,20 with his 
hand on the wheel of the zodiac, reflects an ancient way of 
thinking in which understanding of the natural cycles of time, 
including precession, provided a systematic structure of meaning 
and purpose in life.  

The annual physical framework of the four seasons and twelve 
lunar months produced the astrological symbolism of zodiac signs 
that was understood across numerous ancient cultures. The 
themes of the winter months of Aquarius and Pisces were 
knowledge and belief. The precession hypothesis of Christian 
origins suggests the Gospel authors extrapolated from this annual symbolism to imagine the Zodiac 
Age of Pisces as an age of belief and the Age of Aquarius as an age of knowledge. The possible 
physical basis of this model is secondary to whether it was used to construct Christianity, and how 
well it explains Christian sources and beliefs.  

On this model, the original Gospel cosmology arose from the historical observation of precession of 
the equinox from Aries into Pisces at the time of Christ, seen for centuries beforehand. Symbolically, 
the theme of Aries is to be, correlating with the vision of God given to Moses in Exodus 3, “I am that 
I am,” and with the extensive sheep imagery in the Bible.  The authors used precession to construct 
a vision of the new covenant in Christ as reflecting the shift from Aries to Pisces, and this opened the 
path for them to imagine a far future shift of Ages from Pisces to Aquarius.  Cultural evolution of the 
world from the Piscean Age of belief to the Aquarian Age of knowledge provided the framework for 
the Gospel authors to imagine the eventual coming of the kingdom of God in the Age of Aquarius, as 
a global Platonic Republic of knowledge of the idea of the good.  

The moral superiority of knowledge to belief is the core theme of Plato’s Republic, with its supreme 
ethical principle of knowledge of the good. Plato was highly influential for ancient Christianity.  
Christ was imagined as a failed Platonic philosopher king, meeting the uncomprehending depravity 
of his cruel death on the cross as avatar of the Age of Pisces, while pointing toward an eventual 
victory in the Age of Aquarius.  The story of the resurrection reflects the core theme of Christian 
faith that good will overcome evil.  As a long term cosmic symbol, the resurrection primed the world 
for the long Pisces Age of belief, looking toward a fulfillment of the Gospel ideas of love and grace as 
principles of social organisation in the coming Age of Aquarius, imagined as a time of cultural 
transformation through knowledge. 

The existence of ancient astrological culture and knowledge of precession support the hypothesis 
that the idea of Christ evolved as avatar of successive ages of belief and knowledge.  This model 
aligns to both Biblical cosmology and world history. The correlation between astrological themes 
and Zodiac Ages directly matches the real social evolution of the gradual replacement of religious 
belief by scientific knowledge as the dominant basis of social values, as a coherent model of 
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planetary salvation. Our situation today is that logic and evidence are becoming our supreme moral 
principles, as our fragile shared global existence requires a grounding of all decisions as far as 
possible in factual knowledge. 

Despite its mythological content, this model of time is of high value in interpreting history as heading 
toward a tipping point where knowledge will become more powerful than belief as the main driver 
of social values, a transition defining the dawn of the Age of Aquarius. My interest is to integrate 
scientific understanding of the Zodiac Age concept with analysis of its influence on culture and 
religion. The resulting cosmology of the New Age aims to place human identity in a systematic 
universal framework, resolving the paradox that a systematic scientific perspective can be grounded 
in a mythological approach.  

The Chi Rho Cross as Christian Symbol of the Age of Pisces 

At the time of Christ, the equinox point crossed the line of stars known as the first fish of Pisces. The 
precise date of this transition is calculated from this next diagram as 16 September, 21 AD, by 
zooming in on the circle. This celestial 
event directly models the Christian 
symbol of the Chi Rho Cross, presenting 
a major clue to astronomical influence 
on Christian origins. This moment 
created an imaginary shape in the sky 
that is the same as the Chi Rho Cross. 
The Chi or X is created by the 
intersection of the path of the sun and 
the equator, and the Rho or P is 
created by the perpendicular line of 
stars that form the first fish of Pisces.  

For the ancient precession theology as I seek to reconstruct it, this event was predicted to decadal 
accuracy for centuries beforehand, providing the basis for the prophetic imagination of the advent 
of Christ at the time of Pilate.  The Chi Rho Cross in Pisces was a unique moment of planetary 
attunement within astrological cosmology. The physical observation is a major event, central to the 
structure of time, marking the transition from the Zodiac Age of Aries to the Age of Pisces, and from 
one Great Year of precession to the next. At that moment, the signs of the tropical zodiac based on 
the solstices and equinoxes exactly aligned with the background stars, something that has not 
occurred before or since, providing a physical basis to construct the story of Christ as God incarnate. 
The dawn of the Age of Pisces marked an imagined celestial harmony between the stars and the 
seasons, a turning point of time, connecting heaven and earth, as above so below, representing the 
imagined incarnation of divine reason in Jesus Christ as Son of God.  

The precession cosmology viewed the glory of the starry firmament as a primary manifestation of 
the power and presence of God, as Saint Paul implies in Romans 1:20. The concept of ‘on earth as in 
heaven’ in The Lord’s Prayer suggests the visible change of the heavens observed in precession was 
imaginatively reflected in the primary stories of history, with the story of Christ constructed to 
reflect the stellar movement. The Alpha and Omega symbols shown in the traditional Chi Rho Cross 
are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, reinforcing the meaning of Christ as the first and 
last, the beginning of the Age of Pisces and the end of the Age of Aries, on earth as in heaven.  

400 years before Christ, Plato recognised this moving ‘Chi in the sky’ marked by the equinox point in 
his philosophical dialogue The Timaeus,21 using the two great circles of the ecliptic and the equator 
as the basis for his celebrated description of time as the moving image of eternity. Plato accorded 
high significance to this astronomical observation, calling it the basis of his cosmology of the world 
soul and of the fundamental logical concepts of identity and difference. Although The Timaeus did 
not present an accurate description of precession, such accurate knowledge did exist long before 



Robbie Tulip – Christianity for The Age of Aquarius 

 

11 

Plato’s time.  This knowledge may have only been partially known in his Academy, or his public text 
could have deliberately camouflaged secret knowledge which continued to develop into Christianity.  

The Chi Rho cross in the sky formed by the movement of the equinox into Pisces was an event that 
astronomer-priests could foretell for centuries beforehand through relatively simple visual 
astronomy. Plato’s description of the equinox point in terms of the world soul harmonises with the 
prophecies of the advent and timing of Christ. On this analysis, the Gospel story of Jesus of Nazareth 
emerged from much older religious observations that saw precession as the defining cosmic 
structure of history. Jesus was thereby imagined from long before his incarnation, personifying the 
Sun as the founder or avatar of the Zodiac Ages of Pisces and Aquarius.  

In 312 AD the Roman Emperor 
Constantine had a famous vision of a 
cross in the sky before the decisive 
Battle of the Milvian Bridge. This 
vision led to the Christian Chi Rho 
cross being incorporated in his 
imperial standard the labarum. 
Constantine used this alleged 
miraculous vision to identify 
Christianity as a suitable story to 
bring the empire together, 
establishing Christendom with a 
political ideology that was to 
dominate the western world for the next thousand years and more.  

If the Chi Rho cross was actually based on observation of the precession of the equinox, the church 
in the time of Constantine must have still held this astronomical knowledge but for some reason 
decided to keep it a secret, seeing it as too complex and confusing for public knowledge. The Chi Rho 
symbol, together with the Ichthys Christian fish mythology based on the imagery of Pisces, made 
Christianity the definitive religion of the new age and defined Jesus Christ as avatar of the Age of 
Pisces.  

The Moon at the Foot of the Woman 

The ancient Jewish historian Josephus said Passover was celebrated each year when the sun was in 
Aries.22 That had certainly been true for the preceding 2000 years. However, due to precession it 
was no longer true at the time of Christ. In the year 5 BC, as Jewish people came to Jerusalem from 
all around Israel to celebrate the Passover feast, they saw a very unusual sight in the heavens. The 
Jewish lunar calendar sets the date of Passover near the first full moon after the spring equinox, like 
Easter for Christianity. In 5 BC, Passover coincided with a blood moon, a total lunar eclipse, like the 
one Hipparchus appears to have used to calculate the 
precession in 135 BC. The disconcerting thing revealed by 
both these eclipses was that the heavens had shifted from 
the stellar axis that had held since before the time of Moses.  

When the Passover Sun was in Aries, the Full Moon had to 
be in the opposite constellation, Libra. But this year all in 
Jerusalem could see on the night of Passover that the exact 
position of the full moon was not in Libra, but in the next 
star group, Virgo, at ‘the foot of the woman’. That meant 
the Sun was not in its traditional Passover location of Aries 
but had precessed into the constellation of Pisces.  
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The observation of the lunar eclipse in 5BC has a striking similarity to the text from Revelation 12:1, 
“A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman with the moon under her feet.” This cryptic Biblical 
image exactly matches the Passover eclipse, when the full moon at the foot of Virgo marked the 
dawning of a New Age, with the equinoxes demonstrably shifting to the Virgo-Pisces axis. The 
precession theory suggests this ‘great sign’ was included in the Bible as a camouflaged reference to 
the knowledge of precession indicated by the change of the Passover stars. 

A New Age was beginning, as also predicted by the Roman poet Virgil.23 The Roman world was 
moving into what we now call the Common Era, uniting previously separate nations, a political 
change marked by a change in the alignment of the heavens. Christianity would come to celebrate 
this moment as the turning point of time, marking the incarnation of Jesus Christ. The underlying 
basis for this belief in a shift of Ages, and for our BC/AD calendar dating system, was the visible 
movement of the stellar point where the natural year begins. 

The Loaves and Fishes 

Virgo and Pisces, the axis constellations of the New Age of Christ, also symbolise the loaves and 
fishes, another Biblical theme that directly encodes the precession cosmology. The connection 
between Jesus and Pisces is seen in the pervasive fish symbolism of the Gospels, with the disciples as 
‘fishers of men’ and the ‘Jesus fish’ ICHTHYS acrostic.24 The bread symbolism of Virgo comes from its 
main star Spica, named for the spike or ear of a wheat plant. Spica crossed the September equinox 
point in 348 AD, symbolising both the bread of heaven of John 6:32 and the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

The New Age of Christ was therefore marked by the shift of the equinoctial axis into the zodiac signs 
of loaves and fishes, indicating that the feeding of the multitude was a symbol of the creation of 
universal abundance through harmony with the cosmos. The loaves and fishes story appears six 
times in the Gospels, more than any other miracle. It contains abundant cosmic imagery in addition 
to the main precession theme, with the five loaves and two fish as the five visible planets and the 
sun and moon, the 4000 or 5000 men as the visible stars, and the twelve baskets of leftover food as 
the signs of the zodiac. The discussion of the miracle at Mark 8:17-21 emphasises how hearers could 
not understand what Jesus was saying, a discussion that only makes sense if it was a parable with a 
deeper meaning. Reading the miracle as a parable for precession fully explains this otherwise cryptic 
conversation, showing the frustration of the authors at their inability to convey their cosmic intent.  

The Beast of the Apocalypse  

Polaris, the northern Pole Star, is regarded as an unchanging feature of the heavens, never moving 
from its position at the North Celestial Pole. Or at least that is how it seems to each generation in 
modern times. Polaris is a bright star in the constellation of the Little Bear, Ursa Minor, popularly 
called the Little Dipper. Sailors have used it for centuries to find north. But several thousand years 
ago, when the ideas in the Bible were being developed, Polaris was 
a long way from the pole, which was then in the constellation of 
the dragon, Draco, near the bright star Thuban. The Pole has 
moved its position against the stars as a result of the same slow 
wobble of the earth’s axis that causes the equinox points to 
precess around the stars of the zodiac. The North Celestial Pole, 
the axis of the earth, rotates by precession around the North 
Ecliptic Pole, the axis of the sun, shown at the left foot of the 
dragon in the diagram. 

This shift of the pole provides another example of the mysterious concealment of precession in the 
Bible, again from the Book of Revelation, with the first beast of the apocalypse. One of the strangest 
stories in the Bible is in Revelation 13, where “the dragon gave his power, seat and authority to the 
leopard-bear-lion”. This weird image of the beast of the apocalypse reads like a hallucination. But 
observation of the stars near the Pole readily shows the real meaning. The “power, seat and 
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authority” of the visible heavens traditionally 
rest at the North Celestial Pole, the fixed point 
around which the whole sky revolves. 
Numerous myths liken the Celestial Pole to the 
throne of God.25 Before 2000 BC, the Pole was 
in Draco the dragon. Since then, the Pole has 
slowly shifted into the constellation of the 
small bear, Ursa Minor, right next to Leo the 
lion and other groups with names based on the 
leopard – the Lynx, Leo Minor and Camel-
Leopard – as the pole slowly precesses around 
the North Ecliptic Pole, the pole of the sun.  

The authors of the Revelation could see that this cosmic movement of the Pole reflected the big 
story of deep time as an encompassing measure of history. For the dragon to give ‘power, seat and 
authority’ to the leopard-bear-lion therefore reads as direct allegory for observation of cosmic order, 
the precession of the Pole.  For the general public, the authors packaged this observation in the 
supernatural myth that we can read in the Bible. For the ancient initiates, the public story was a 
code for accurate long-term observation of the orderly movement of the heavens. This 
interpretation reflects the widespread ancient practice of using public stories to present a simplified 
symbolic version of concealed knowledge, while the real story was retained by community elders in 
secret oral memory.  

Other Biblical Precession Parables 

Equally simple analysis of star symbolism and the cosmology of precession applies to a wide range of 
Biblical language. By old tradition, the Twelve Jewels of the Holy City symbolise the twelve signs of 
the zodiac in reverse order from Pisces to Aries, like the twelve Zodiac Ages. The Holy City is 12,000 
units across, equating to half the precession cycle. The Tree of Life has twelve types of fruit growing 
on both sides of a river, unlike any real tree but exactly like the twelve signs of the zodiac on either 
side of the Milky Way, which is symbolised by the River of Life. The four living creatures in Ezekiel 1 
and Revelation 4, the ox, lion, eagle and man, are the four royal stars Aldebaran, Regulus, Antares 
and Fomalhaut, marking the four visible corners of the heavens in the constellations of the ox, lion, 
eagle and man, and also symbolising the four evangelists surrounding Christ in glory.  Jesus Christ 
and the twelve disciples represent the sun and moon, analogous to the solar year and twelve lunar 
months, with the solar dimension of Christ reflected in the central role of the sun in the observation 
of precession. The cleansing of the temple by Christ in John 2:15 removes the sheep and cattle, 
symbols of the preceding Zodiac Ages of Aries and Taurus. The wheat and tares is a parable of the 
loss of knowledge of precession in the ignorant supernatural mythology of the church, until the end 
of the Age, a vision of the then far future transition of the equinox from Pisces into Aquarius. The 
Second Coming is the dawn of the Age of Aquarius. The first and last reflects the transition of the 
equinox from the first zodiac sign Aries into the last sign Pisces at the time of Christ. The Upper 
Room symbolises the visible heavens, while the man with the water jug showing the way represents 
the Age of Aquarius. The lamb and fish symbols for Christ reflect the Zodiac Ages of Aries and Pisces. 
The title of Christ as King of Ages at Rev 15:3 reflects the eternal pre-existence of Christ as symbol of 
the cosmic pattern of precession. The word made flesh in John 1 means that at the time of Christ the 
heavens and earth were in tune. Biblical recognition of the broader context of ecology appears in 
Paul’s vision of the creation groaning in the travail of childbirth at Romans 8, and in the statement at 
Rev 11:18 that the wrath of God is against those who destroy the earth. 

Such extensive usage of precession and broader cosmic imagery, with its match to an entirely 
consistent, accurate, available and elegant natural meaning, cannot be dismissed as imagination or 
coincidence. The real puzzle is the scale and success of the psychological and political repression 
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required to conceal this interpretation, with its indication of the degraded state of human 
consciousness and our propensity to believe in impossible myths. 

This astronomical interpretation of these texts as allegory for precession of the equinox appears to 
be entirely new, yet its simplicity and coherence suggests it is really very old and was somehow lost. 
It points to a cosmology behind the New Testament in which Jesus Christ was imagined as the Avatar 
of the Zodiac Ages of Pisces and Aquarius. This Zodiac Age model provides an empirical basis for 
Biblical cosmology, showing that many Biblical images, like the mysterious woman in heaven and the 
loaves and fishes, were written to encode knowledge of precession, included in concealed form for 
the benefit of future readers able to understand the meaning of these images. This observation has 
major implications for core ethical and historical messages in the Bible.  

The Gospel story of the Last Supper is a key 
precession parable for the Age of Aquarius. 
The Upper Room where Jesus ate his final 
meal is a symbol for the eternal glory and 
power of God, manifest in the visible starry 
heavens of the night sky. Jesus tells his 
disciples at Mark 14:13 and Luke 22:10 that a 
man carrying a water jug will show their way 
to the upper room. Reading this story as 
allegory for the Age of Aquarius, the man 
with the jug symbolises Aquarius, the sign of 
the water bearer.  The implication of this 
precession parable is that the original authors 
developed a sophisticated vision of the shape 
of world history, in which the Christian 
message would be widely spread in distorted form through the two millennia of the Age of Pisces, 
and would then finally be properly understood as a program for planetary transformation, opening 
the Age of Aquarius as a time of planetary repair and restoration, the sabbath millennium of peace. 

My reading sees this as a parable for the expectation that the stellar basis of Biblical symbolism 
would remain concealed until the approach of the end of the Age of Pisces and the dawn of the Age 
of Aquarius. This appears to indicate the ancient authors felt that public consciousness in their day 
was too ignorant, degraded and supernatural to engage the high stellar wisdom of precession. This 
stellar code in the Last Supper supports the idea that the Gospels present Jesus as allegory for the 
sun, with the twelve disciples as allegory for the twelve lunar months and signs of the zodiac. As the 
light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5), Jesus was said to shine as brightly as the Sun (Matt 17:2). This 
radiant image of Christ as personification of the Sun coheres perfectly with the precession 
hypothesis, since it is the position of the Sun against the stars that defines the Zodiac Ages. The 
literal Gospel story directly reflects this archetypal symbolism of Jesus as a solar deity.  

The astral model of the Upper Room is not fanciful speculation. It was supported by one of the 
greatest geniuses of history, Leonardo Da Vinci, as I explained at a previous address to the Canberra 
Jung Society.26 A remarkable instance of 
Pisces-Christ allegory is hidden in plain sight 
in Leonardo’s Last Supper, with Jesus Christ 
modelled on the constellation of Pisces, 
reflecting his symbolic role as Avatar of the 
Zodiac Age of Pisces. Similarly, the twelve 
apostles are directly modelled in order from 
right to left on the stars of the zodiac. The 
postures of each apostle include the same 
shapes as the main stars of the actual zodiac 
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constellations, in the same order as in the sky from Aries to Pisces, reflecting Leonardo’s core 
interest in accurate depiction of nature, artfully concealed to respect religious prejudice.  

The conventional Biblical understanding of history offers an intriguing comparison to the astronomy 
of precession. The Bible texts 2 Peter and Psalm 90:4 state that a thousand years is like a day for 
God. Early Christian writers27 read this to encode a 7000-year theory of history, thought to run from 
about 4000 BC to 3000 AD. In this myth, 6000 years of fall are followed by a thousand years of 
repair, modelled on the seven days of creation described in Genesis where God works for six days 
and then rests for a day. This day-millennium theory supported the belief that the Second Coming of 
Christ would occur near the beginning of our current millennium, starting the seventh millennium of 
history. The Genesis idea of the seventh day as a Sabbath day of rest therefore coheres with the 
New Age idea of the Age of Aquarius as a time of planetary peace and repair. 

Who developed these ideas? 

A key to understanding why knowledge of precession was central to Christian origins, and how this 
knowledge was so comprehensively lost, comes from the importance of oral tradition in pre-literate 
cultures. Before the rise of writing, all human societies maintained cultural continuity through ritual 
initiation into a tribal elite who held cultural memory in common.28 These knowledge elites only 
shared their stories with the uninitiated through simplified symbolic allegory. This practice remained 
in general use in the ancient world and continues in traditional tribal cultures around the world 
today.  I suggest it was used to write the Bible. 

Popular myths were camouflaged versions of the secret knowledge of elites. The Gospels indicate 
this hidden symbolic agenda when they state that everything Jesus says to the public is a parable 
while ‘the secrets of the kingdom’ are reserved for initiates (Mark 4:11; Matthew 13:11; Luke 8:10). 
This model preserved cultural stability through shared memory of myth, explaining how the 
secretive mystery knowledge of precession stands in continuity with universal human cultural 
traditions dating back to the evolution of speech.  

This model creates a challenge for historical methodology regarding ancient knowledge of 
precession.  The evidence for the precession hypothesis in Christianity has to treat coherent 
inference from fugitive traces as a more important source than explicit extant references, based on 
the argument that all such explicit written material was systematically destroyed as heresy and 
anathema.  The problem with the conventional practice of regarding extant statements as the most 
reliable guide to what happened is that surviving material is wholly unreliable as a description of the 
systematic politics of secrecy, deception, concealment and disruption surrounding religion.29 

A good example of the culture of religious secrecy in relation to precession comes from India, where 
ancient Vedic texts camouflaged their real meaning. For example, the Vedic claim that a Day of 
Brahma is 4.32 billion years long is a miraculous surface story told to the public. This myth appears 
to serve as an entry parable and portal to secret knowledge of precession, with 4320 years the 
traditional estimate of two Zodiac Ages.30 This interpretation reflects how Indian mythology has a 
largely unrecognised concealed coherence with accurate knowledge of precession, seen also in the 
Yuga myth discussed below.  

Another ancient Vedic sacred text, on the cosmology of planetary cycles,31 mentions a cycle lasting 
just over 71 periods, suggesting accurate computation of the 71.6 years of one degree of precession 
dating to well before similar Western knowledge. A plausible basis for this mathematical observation 
is that the Large Magellanic Cloud rises near the southern horizon at midnight in India on a given 
date each year, a date that advances by one day every 70.6 years, and one degree of arc every 71.6 
years. Located at the South Pole of the Sun, the South Ecliptic Pole, the LMC provides a plausible 
basis for the Indian myth of Kurma, the turtle at the bottom of the universe. 

These interpretations prompt questions as to why ancient authors would have concealed their real 
meaning, and why this knowledge of precession was so comprehensively lost to public view. For 
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Christianity, the answer appears to combine the hostility of both church and state.  Orthodox 
religion saw stellar symbolism as detracting from its stories of the transcendental dignity of God, 
from its spiritual focus on the literal word of God, and from its condemnation of pagan culture.  The 
Roman Empire saw theological dispute as damaging to political security and stability. The result of 
this repressive hostile culture was that such symbols could only be conveyed in concealed form, 
making them highly vulnerable to complete suppression of their real meaning. 

This model of deliberate secrecy and oral transmission explains why the pervasive hints of ancient 
knowledge of precession are not backed by explicit written explanation. Such hidden knowledge is 
easily lost when the society is disrupted, as occurred in Christianity with the victory of orthodoxy 
over the original mystery wisdom tradition. The astronomical foundation was systematically 
suppressed, ignored, forgotten and denied by the church, due to perceived incompatibility with 
orthodox literal belief. The imperial church required simple doctrines and declared anathema against 
any theology seen as making the faith too complex and confusing for the ignorant masses, other 
than the accepted creed. The origins of Christianity thereby became lost to view, like scaffolding that 
is removed once a building is complete. The ‘monkish sieve’ arising from the long status of heresy as 
a capital crime meant any writing of dubious orthodoxy was lost. 

The most likely explanation for the broad presence of precession imagery in the New Testament is 
that a secret wisdom school of astronomer-priests used the Jesus story to put cosmic ideas of glory 
and order into a human setting. The sophistication and coherence of this hidden cosmology was 
then largely lost as Christianity became a mass movement. The community responsible for these 
ideas could have been the Therapeuts of the Lake Mareotis monastery near Alexandria in Egypt, who 
were strongly influenced by Buddhism.32  

Things are not what they seem. The popular stories in the Christian Gospels created the impression 
that the events described literally occurred, but modern research is showing that the authors wrote 
the stories as moral parables, as historical fiction drawing loosely from history and myth.33 The real 
primary meaning of all the stories in the Bible, including the life of Jesus, is found in how they 
symbolise real natural observations in a mythological framework. Any match to actual events is 
entirely secondary and irrelevant to the high religious purpose of enabling an integrated vision of 
reality. In fact, the dogmatic belief that the Gospel stories are literally true is deeply corrupt, a 
product of the long subordination of spiritual wisdom beneath the political stability agenda of the 
Roman Empire and its successors in Christendom. 

Getting behind the surface appearance to find the concealed truth is a problem that the authors of 
the Gospels approached in part through the philosophy of Plato, who recognised that popular beliefs 
can often serve as a cover for hidden knowledge. Plato tells the story in The Republic of how 
philosopher kings could construct a simplified moral mythology for mass consumption. Plato used as 
his example of such a popular political story a myth based on the historical belief in descent from a 
Golden Age of peace and abundance to an Iron Age of war and scarcity.34 Plato’s ideas about 
constructing a myth of the Golden Age provide highly influential for Christianity, in ways that have 
not been fully recognised. Jesus Christ was constructed as a Platonic philosopher king, representing 
the spirit of the golden age of wisdom in the midst of the iron age of ignorance, built upon the 
epistemology of Plato’s Republic with its focus on the knowledge of the good.  

Greek philosophy had a massive impact on the New Testament. In the fourth century before Christ, 
the Greek conqueror Alexander the Great had united the lands of the Eastern Mediterranean region, 
enabling connections between different ways of thought across the newly formed Hellenistic 
Empires. Platonic philosophers and mathematicians travelled from Greece to the newly conquered 
lands, while scholars from Persia, Babylon, India, Syria, Israel and Egypt were able to meet and 
communicate, with the new Alexandrian dialect of Koine Greek as their shared language.  

Out of this cultural and political ferment, new myths were invented to reflect the changed social 
situations. Buddhist missionaries travelled from India to the Mediterranean, bringing with them their 
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ancient monastic traditions and ethical teachings, and adapting them to the situation in the West. In 
Babylon, Greek thought combined with ancient traditions of sun worship to create the God Mithra, 
representing the invincible sun in human form through the celestial image of Mithras, the hero 
slaughtering a bull. In Egypt, the Greek pharaoh Ptolemy wanted a new religion that would mix 
Greek and Egyptian beliefs. The result was the deliberate construction of the myth of Serapis, who 
combined Osiris and Zeus, the supreme Gods of Egypt and Greece, in the astrological framework of 
the sun surrounded by the twelve signs of the zodiac, like Jesus and the twelve disciples.35 In Israel, 
the story of Jesus Christ owed much to the precursor constructed mythology of Serapis, and also to 
Homeric legend from Greece.36 As the anointed saviour predicted by the Jewish prophets, the story 
of Jesus Christ appears to have integrated local beliefs from Israel with ideas from Greece, Syria, 
Babylon, India and Egypt.  

The revised history proposed by the precession hypothesis sees the cosmic story of precession of the 
equinox as the scientific framework that enabled the construction of the Christ story within the 
mystery schools, as the primary intellectual scaffolding of the Gospels. This orderly framework 
observed in the stars was used to imagine the timing and nature of a 
coming New Age, using the highly distinctive observation of when 
the spring point would move across the line of stars to enter Pisces. 
The problem with Christianity is that this original scaffolding was 
demolished and discarded once the new myths were established, like 
scaffolding platforms around a real building, and the construction 
process was subsequently concealed from view and forgotten.  

The popular story of Christianity relies directly on the core myth that all the claims in the Bible are 
historically accurate ‘Gospel Truth’. Allowing the actual stellar template to be generally known 
would have undermined this propaganda objective, and therefore had to be vigorously suppressed. 
Political suppression combined with successful psychological repression.  The near complete success 
of the elimination of the precession framework from written accounts is revealed by the continued 
existence within the New Testament of the fugitive traces of the actual construction process in the 
stories described above, such as the loaves and fishes. These fragmentary remains can only be 
explained by the precession hypothesis, which provides a simple and elegant scientific explanation 
for the evolution of Christianity. 

Christianity has evolved for the last two thousand years based on the perceived needs of the church, 
but these priorities have been different from the ideas of the original founders of the religion. The 
church has imagined God as supernatural, as completely transcending the natural creation as an 
eternal and all-powerful Creator. At the same time, God is imagined as a personal wise father figure 
who has direct connection and concern for human life. This conventional myth about God as 
intervening to shape the world according to his conscious intentions provides a simple story giving 
comforting support for emotional and social needs of believers, but does not stand up to critical 
scrutiny. The story of God can be better understood as a symbolic parable for natural observation, 
grounded in abstract Platonic philosophy, than as description of a personal entity. Indeed, the 
popular myth of God as an entity contradicts the theological understanding of God as pure being, 
transcending all entities.  

This analysis suggests a complete reversal of the conventional orthodox theology seen in the parable 
of the wheat and tares at Matthew 13.37 There Jesus explains that truth and falsehood must 
intertwine until the end of the Age, at which point correct understanding will emerge. The church 
has defined truth as orthodox dogma and falsehood as heresy. A revision of this reading begins with 
the idea that scientific method is the most reliable path to truth, and therefore that the truth in 
religious dogma must primarily be sought as symbolic allegory, not as literal fact. The Aquarian 
reversal presents a paradigm shift for Christianity, grounding ethics in evidence and logic to see that 
the church beliefs of the Age of Pisces are analogous to the darnel weeds growing amongst and 
concealing the true wheat in the parable. On this analysis, the ‘end of the Age’ was imagined in this 
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parable as the shift from the Age of Pisces to the Age of Aquarius, a future transformation when 
faith would come to be grounded in knowledge rather than belief.  

When we look at the ancient connections between religion and astronomy seen in the precession 
motifs in the Bible, the natural understanding of religion makes far more sense. Seeing the stories 
about God as parables for a sense of the sacred within the abiding natural order of the cosmos 
provides a hermeneutic basis to explain the cultural evolution of religion, cohering with modern 
science while also respecting the ethical wisdom in the original ideas. By contrast, the conventional 
belief that religious language is accurate divine revelation of the literal thoughts of God faces major 
conceptual and moral problems.  

The scientific principle of Ockham’s Razor requires that we accept the simplest account that explains 
all available data. In the case of God, the psychology and politics of social construction of myth, 
grounded in the orderly cosmology of precession, provides a more coherent account than traditional 
dogmas, helping us to understand God in evolutionary terms as a symbol for the natural conditions 
for human flourishing. The astronomical framework for theology provided by precession enables 
recognition and retention of the valid original themes in religious texts, together with a new respect 
for the philosophical insight of the original authors, while shifting the foundations from literal 
revelation to a recognition of the reverence that ancient communities had for nature as sacred.  

Precession and Climate Change in Mythology 

The model of time presented here is supported by the science of precession as a primary driver of 
natural climate change, which has an intriguing correlation to mythology. The orbital patterns known 
as Milankovitch Cycles show that for millions of years the varying level of summer sunlight at 60° 
north latitude has driven glacial cycles. Insolation, the incoming sunlight at each season, is calculated 
from the orbital patterns of precession, tilt and roundness. These orbital cycles caused the rise and 
fall of sea level by more than one hundred metres and the advance and retreat of glaciers over 
millions of years. The regular orbital cycle of planetary warming and cooling about every twenty 
thousand years due mainly to precession is a period we can call a Climate Year.  

Here we see the correlation 
between precession and sea level, 
with the sea level rising and 
falling in response to the annual 
level of northern summer solstice 
sunlight, shown at the red line, 
explained in more detail in the 
following chart titled Natural 
Climate Cycles and Zodiac Ages. 
When summer light is high, more 
ice melts than freezes each year, 
glaciers retreat and sea level 
rises. Conversely, when summer 
light is low, less ice melts, glaciers 
expand and sea level falls.  

The future insolation trajectory is also shown in the precession graph at the bottom of the diagram. 
However, there has been a loss of correlation between precession and sea level over the last ten 
thousand years, with light falling but sea level remaining stable.  This separation from the orbital 
drivers will continue because the system has been disrupted by greenhouse gas emissions. Human 
impacts have brought the natural orbital climate cycle to an end. Anthropogenic global warming 
since prehistoric times has stopped the earth from returning into an ice age, initially due to methane 
emissions from rice and cows beginning in the Neolithic.38 The disruption of natural planetary 
processes has since seen a great acceleration,39 meaning the orbital patterns no longer govern the 
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climate as they once did. The previous sensitivity of the climate equilibrium to slow orbital effects is 
now completely swamped by our greenhouse gas emissions.  

Even so, precession remains a key factor in planetary evolution. Just as genetic evolution has created 
daily and annual cycles of activity and rest, biological patterns over the Climate Year reflect the 
stable cycles of precession, generated by repetitive seasonal patterns over millions of years. The 
impact of climate seasons on culture is speculative but is made plausible in view of geological data 
showing precession cycles affecting the abundance of species.40  

The meaning for the astronomy of the Age of Aquarius, the coming two millennia, arises from the 
observation that the precession cycle has four seasons in a cycle like our annual temperate seasons 
of spring, summer, autumn and winter. Each Climate Season lasts over five thousand years as part of 
a Climate Year. The geology of the northern hemisphere governed these climate seasons for the 
whole planet through the ice ages because most land is in the northern hemisphere.  

The timing of these climate seasons was caused 
mainly by the date each year when the earth is 
closest to the sun, known as perihelion, as shown 
in these diagrams. In the Ice Ages, the northern 
perihelion winter created accelerating feedback 
loops from glacial advance, showing the 
remarkable sensitivity of climate to orbital trends. 
Perihelion now occurs in early January, advancing 
by one day every 59 years. On this scientific 
model, we should now be in the winter season of 
the climate year, equivalent to the annual climate 
in northern January, approaching the next cosmic 
summer in about ten thousand years, when 
perihelion will advance to June.  

A primary mythological correlation with the natural Climate Year appears in the Indian myth of the 
Yuga.41 The Vedic myth of Yuga Ages in the ancient Indian texts the Mahabharata and the Laws of 
Manu describes a recurring cycle of light and dark 
over 24,000 years, with successive ascending and 
descending periods of 12,000 years. Zoroastrians 
and Greeks also believed in this 12,000-year cycle of 
the ages, illustrating how the Vedic Yuga framework 
provided the source mythology for the whole Indo-
European language group. The Bible description of 
the Holy City as 12,000 units wide (Rev 21) plausibly 
derives from this precession model. This Yuga 
framework corresponds to the Bible timeline of the 
fall from grace over the last six thousand years and 
the Biblical idea of a following redemptive 
millennium of repair.   

A Norse myth that correlates to this orbital cycle is 
Hamlet’s Mill, which appears to describe the time when Vega was the north Pole Star in the Golden 
Age, giving way to the fall from grace as Vega fell off its polar axis:42 “The mythical Amlodhi was the 
owner of a fabulous Mill which, in his day, ground out peace and plenty. Later, in decaying times, it 
ground out salt. Now, at the bottom of the sea, it grinds rock and sand.” 

This mythological cycle between Golden Ages and Iron Ages every 24,000 years places the Golden 
Age in the period astronomy has calculated as perihelion summer while the Iron Age is in perihelion 
winter. This correlation indicates that both the Vedic and the Biblical mythologies of cosmic origin, 
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their cosmogonies, derive somehow from the Climate Year of precession of the equinox. All three 
temporal models have common features, which appear to be driven by the cycle of the perihelion as 
part of a coherent picture of the structure of time. The effect of precession cycles on climate 
therefore provides a way to explain and predict the slow millennial patterns of culture, explaining 
the Bible mythology of fall and predicting the Age of Aquarius as a time of repair and cultural ascent 
analogous to the Biblical story of the Second Coming. This shared framework between science and 
myth involves the Yuga story that our planet is now approaching an ascending Bronze Age, at the 
same time as the orbital framework points to a similar period of ascent.  

Both the underlying climate pattern of precession and the Yuga mythology directly correspond to 
the story of the Age of Aquarius and the Christian idea of planetary salvation and redemption in the 
Second Coming of Christ. These future periods are envisaged as times of planetary repair after a long 
period of degradation, suggesting unconscious intuition of the natural cycles, or even that the Yuga 
myth may reflect cultural memory over tens of thousands of years of the long cycles of advance and 
retreat of glaciers and sea level, driven by precession. 

The perihelion entered fall about six thousand years ago, crossing the September equinox point at 
the imagined time of the Biblical creation story. The perihelion season of fall corresponded precisely 
to the historical period of the Biblical myth of the fall from grace into corruption after the expulsion 
of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden. This point in the cycle also matched to the Yuga myth of 
the end of the Golden Age and entry into the descending Silver Age.  

The perihelion point crossed the winter solstice point in 1246 AD. This date is one way to put the 
Yuga myth of the depth of the Kali Yuga, the iron age of ignorance, into an astrophysical context. It 
marks the turning point of the natural precession cycle from descent to ascent, just considering the 
precession factor marked by perihelion. In the annual cycle in the northern hemisphere the days 
start to get longer at Christmas, marking a celebration of the return of the sun. So too the natural 
Climate Year cycle began to exhibit slowly increasing summer solstice insolation when perihelion 
passed Christmas Day in about 1500 AD. This natural warming process will continue over the next 
ten thousand years until the next perihelion summer. The entry of perihelion into winter begins the 
shift of direction of the natural climate pattern from descent to ascent. It begins a phase of the 
Climate Year when the day the earth is closest to the sun each year gradually begins to get longer. 
This shift corresponds to the Biblical imagination of planetary redemption, in which the Sabbath 
millennium begins a shift to ascent after 6000 years of fall, suggesting an analogous shift in cultural 
trajectory from descent to ascent.  

The average period of the perihelion cycle is 23,000 years, combining the 26,000-year precession 
cycle with the spin of the whole planetary orbit against the stars, known as apsidal precession. The 
shift of direction of insolation from descent to ascent also has to take into account the other orbital 
cycles of tilt and roundness.43 The astronomy of Milankovitch cycles shows that the low point of the 
overall cycle will not occur until about the year 2830, 1600 years after the perihelion low point in 
1246 AD.  The overall model shows that in the 23,000-year cycle we are at the bottom. These orbital 
factors cohere with the overall idea of the Age of Aquarius to imagine and construct a cultural 
pathway of slow ascent and planetary repair, grounded in the systematic observation of astronomy. 

Despite the disruption of this natural cycle by anthropogenic warming, the underlying pattern of 
climate seasons has been stable for so many millions of years that we are justified in seeing this 
model as a basis to conceptualise the coming Age of Aquarius in an optimistic way, as beginning a 
long upward trajectory for our planetary situation. That depends entirely on human capacity to 
survive the transition from our current culture of fall by constructing a practical vision of ascent, with 
a realistic theory of change for cultural transformation.  

The political and social trajectory indicated by this analysis is that for the last ten thousand years 
humanity has been on a path of steadily worsening moral and spiritual culture, mythologised in the 
Bible and other traditions as the fall from grace into corruption.  The steadily increasing alienation of 
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culture from nature has been 
caused and masked by 
technological progress, creating 
the dominant extinctive cultural 
trajectory shown in this 
diagram. The direct match with 
the Biblical framework of fall 
and redemption suggests that 
this model reflects a deeply 
accurate intuition about the 
long natural cycles of our 
planetary climate. Therefore the 
overall disturbing message of 
the correlation between the Biblical mythology and the climate cycle is that the inertia and 
momentum of the trajectory of fall requires a fundamental cultural transformation, to enable 
humanity to evolve into a culture of global unity able to respond to the highly fragile and tenuous 
planetary situation of eight billion people living on a planet whose basic atmospheric chemistry is 
changing to a state incompatible with human civilization. 

A new light on Christianity 

From the scientific perspective, a main problem with religion is the intrinsically subjective and 
imaginative focus that spirituality brings to our connection to reality. Religious approaches tend to 
produce speculative ideas that are grounded more in emotion than in evidence, whereas science 
seeks detached objectivity. This tension with science has led to a continuing decline in the 
reputation of religion, as evidence and logic steadily replace traditional authority as the basis of 
public ethics.  

To reflect reality, rather than a comforting fantasy, religion has to become compatible with scientific 
knowledge about the orderly structure of nature developed in modern science. Becoming scientific 
is a difficult challenge for Christianity in view of how its miraculous and supernatural claims have 
tended to displace rather than enhance real connection. The sense of connection provided by 
religion has to somehow become objective rather than subjective. This is something intrinsic to the 
meaning of religion as connection, reflecting the etymology of religion as ‘rebinding’. The link 
through Latin of religion to ligaments as the connecting sinews binding the skeleton together is an 
idea that helps explain the Christian concept of Logos or Word as the original connecting 
connectedness of being.44  The precession framework can explain this Logos concept of pre-existent 
connection in scientific terms.  

Traditional Christian ideas about creation and salvation fail in the task of supporting connection as 
they are not supported by empirical evidence. Such metaphysical ideas require fundamental 
rethinking to accord with a scientific world view. Equally though, the scientific method has its limits. 
Science can only provide a partial account of our place in the cosmos, due to its restriction to factual 
description. An integrated perspective requires that scientific knowledge be placed within the moral 
framework that comes from the spiritual sense of how humanity connects to reality. The cosmology 
of precession offers exactly such an integrated perspective, explaining an underpinning message 
within Christianity that connects human life with an accurate description of reality. Rather than any 
suggestion of abandoning religion, the model of Zodiac Ages offers a path to an integral theology 
able to reform religion to become scientific, to find a basis in knowledge rather than belief, rebinding 
our culture to the cycles of the cosmos.  

The spiritual vision of the Age of Aquarius in New Age culture is all about restoring connection, 
meaning and purpose. Visions of the New Age imagine a time of peace and love, a long period of 
planetary repair and unity, an age of truth and justice, a world of harmony and understanding. The 
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New Age will on this account be a time of planetary awakening when the current planetary 
trajectory toward destruction will be reversed and humanity will begin to rediscover how to live in a 
state of grace and truth. Connecting these imaginative ideas to Christian theology offers potential to 
create an integral perspective. These themes resonate strongly with the moral vision of the Christian 
millennium imagined in the Biblical stories of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, with a model of 
time able to reconcile reason and faith.  

The hypothesis that Christianity arose from an imaginative model of history based on successive 
Zodiac Ages of belief and knowledge provides a way to put Christian evidence into a scientific 
framework. If this vision of precession provided the systematic cosmology that informed Christian 
origins, the deliberate underlying vision of the Gospels was that the Age of Pisces would be an age of 
belief and the following Age of Aquarius would be an age of knowledge. That vision of the ages 
supports the vision of a new heaven and new earth in Revelation 21, and matches and explains 
numerous Biblical texts.  

The Biblical theory of history is contested, but one main line of thought is expressed in Matthew 
24:14, where the ‘end of the age’ and the coming of Christ in power and glory are defined as 
occurring once the gospel has been preached to the whole earth. This accords with the model of the 
Age of Pisces as a time when belief in Christ spread throughout the world, creating the conditions for 
the following Age of Aquarius, imagined as beginning with the Second Coming when the moral 
teachings of Christ would govern the world in an age of knowledge, transformed by the judgement 
of God upon the world. 

Zodiac Ages are culturally constructed interpretations of natural cycles that can provide a historical 
and philosophical framework to explain religious concepts. The key suggestion is that ideas in 
Christianity directly symbolise and reflect the ancient understanding of the Zodiac Age in ways that 
point toward a current emerging transition into a New Age as a way to transform and renew 
Christian faith. The Age of Aquarius concept has great value as an evolutionary model to imagine 
future planetary repair through the replacement of belief by knowledge as a primary social 
organising principle. This model of history provides a plausible original lost organising principle for 
Christianity. The precession framework of ages of belief and knowledge coheres directly with the 
Gospels, through systemic genetic correlations. For example, the Gospels constantly uses belief to 
describe the essential social value required for Christianity in the period the authors appear to have 
understood as the Age of Pisces. The Bible vision of the Second Coming is then developed around 
the theme of knowledge, with the judgement of the world by God seen as revealing knowledge of a 
deep hidden truth in a way that coheres directly with the astrology of the Age of Aquarius.  

Seeing the story of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ as a parable for the dawn of the Age of 
Aquarius provides a scientific way to explain conventional Christian mythology of the end times and 
Day of Judgement. This approach to Zodiac Ages can present a coherent replacement for traditional 
apocalyptic Christian beliefs in supernatural transformation, while retaining the cosmology of fall 
and redemption. My view is that the only way these conventional religious ideas can make sense is 
by grounding their symbolic spirituality in science. The astronomy of precession provides a powerful 
heuristic to achieve this goal, seeing ancient knowledge of precession as providing a religious 
framework to understand the orderly structure of time. The hypothesis suggests the New Testament 
used this objective framework of cosmic order and direction as the skeleton upon which the story of 
Jesus Christ was imagined and fleshed out.  

Conclusion 

This paper has explained how we can use the astronomy of precession of the equinox to construct a 
systematic understanding of the connection between our planet and the cosmos, at a scale directly 
relevant to human history and ethics. Discussion of the coming New Age of Aquarius provides a way 
to understand the forces of good and evil operating in our world, as a way to marshal support for 
ideas that will enable long term flourishing of humanity within our natural planetary environment, 



Robbie Tulip – Christianity for The Age of Aquarius 

 

23 

through integration of science and spirituality, building upon the long heritage of wisdom contained 
within the diverse traditions of human culture.  

The scientific hypothesis is that the idea of the Zodiac Age of Aquarius is central to the Christian 
Gospel, as the key to the construction of time that informs the story of Jesus Christ in the New 
Testament Gospels, Epistles and Apocalypse, but was lost due to the politics of Christendom. The 
astronomy of precession of the equinox informs symbols such as the Chi Rho Cross, the Tree of Life 
and the Alpha and Omega, stories such as the passion, birth and miracles of Jesus, and teachings of 
Christ and Paul and John. The correlation between the Christology of the Bible and the simple 
observational astronomy of the Dawn of the Age of Pisces is exact and compelling. Although 
concealed in the text, apparently for protection from the political hostility of censors, this 
astronomical heuristic provides a persuasive and rigorous explanation of numerous obscure texts, as 
an elegant, simple and parsimonious account of the probable thinking that informed the writing of 
the Bible accounts of Jesus.  

The Zodiac Age Hypothesis of Christian origins postulates that astronomy was central to the ancient 
construction of mythology and religion, as a way to explain how the glory and order and grace of 
God appear in nature. The astronomical model of Christian origins can interpret the Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ in terms of the dawn of the Age of Aquarius in a purely scientific and historical way, 
with no magical or supernatural content. The mythical beginning of Christianity is defined in the 
calendar as the birth of Christ at the transition cusp of the BC/AD calendar. The remarkable fact 
explored in this essay is that this occurred when the equinox point crossed the star line of the first 
fish of Pisces in 21 AD, an event that plausibly explains why this moment was constructed as a 
central moment in time. This astronomical observation generated an imaginative transcendental 
cosmology and cosmogony that correlates through exact systematic logic to the Christian theological 
origins of the Jesus story. This cosmology constructed the Age of Pisces as an ‘age of belief’ and the 
Age of Aquarius as an ‘age of knowledge’, not in terms of dynamic physics but as cultural 
imagination. The ancient Christian religion evolved from this simple stellar prophecy. Over the 
centuries, the hope for a messiah seen in the coming movement of the stars into a new age 
gradually transformed into the belief that the story of Jesus of Nazareth had incarnated mythos as 
logos, meaning as word, truth as love and grace. The power of this moral vision concealed within 
Christianity provides the underlying logic for the Age of Aquarius as a positive unifying vision for our 
planetary future.  
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